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The process of gathering such data is painstaking, spanning many years and requiring extraordinary patience. However, it is a necessity—ensuring that 
the perpetrators of atrocities happened in Ukraine do not escape justice and that the damages inflicted by war are duly compensated.Over the past 
year, the Foundation organized seven webinars and one international conference featuring distinguished experts in international criminal law, human 
rights, including the rights of victims of armed conflict, and humanitarian law. A post-conference report was produced, offering recommendations to the 
Polish government regarding the framework of a new regulation on universal jurisdiction and a holistic program to ensure proper care for potential 
witnesses of international crimes committed in Ukraine and victims of the war who are currently residing in Poland. The Foundation has been officially 
recognized on the list of organizations collaborating with the (Polish) Ministry of Justice. For the first time, we hosted workshops on universal jurisdic-
tion for Polish lawyers and civil society organizations. Additionally, we established formal cooperation with the Polish National Prosecutor’s Office and 
the Register of Damages for Ukraine—entities deeply interested in the information we collect on international crimes committed in Ukraine and the 
destruction wrought by war. We trained new volunteers to equip them with the skills necessary to communicate with and support individuals suffering 
from war-related trauma, helping them recognize symptoms and encouraging those affected to seek professional assistance.  We also expanded the 
reach of the Project Sunflowers to three additional countries. Our efforts continued with the distribution of informational leaflets outlining the process 
of depositing evidence in our database regarding international crimes committed in Ukraine, their victims, and the scope of inflicted damages. Since last 
year, the Foundation has been an active member of the Victims’ Rights Working Group, established by the Coalition for the International Criminal Court 
(CICC), which we formally joined in October 2023. Furthermore, the Foundation is a founding member of the Polish Coalition for Victims, Survivors, and 
Witnesses (KOOS), created to advocate for the rights of those who have endured the consequences of the war in Ukraine, as well as witnesses to inter-
national crimes committed there. We have undertaken extensive advocacy efforts to draw the international community’s attention to the urgent need for 
collective action in the pursuit of justice, as well as the pressing necessity of providing comprehensive support to war victims in Ukraine. In 2024, for the 
first time in our history, we introduced the distinguished status of Ambassador of the Foundation and Partner of the Foundation. Our first Ambassador 
is Professor Piotr Hofmański, an eminent Polish jurist, Judge of the Supreme Court (1995- 2015), Judge of the International Criminal Court (ICC) from 
2015 to 2024, and its President from 2021 to 2024. The esteemed Partners of the Foundation now include the National Bar of Legal Advisors (KIRP), 
Wolters Kluwer Poland, and the Kraków Center for International Criminal Justice at the Jagiellonian University. Also in 2024, we launched our first-ever 
1.5% tax donation campaign in support of the Project Sunflowers. Although we have yet to obtain public benefit organization status (which requires 
two years of prior activity), we conducted the campaign in partnership with the Association for Legal Intervention, one of the Foundation’s benefactors.

Over the past year, the Foundation received a total of 50,396.22 PLN. This sum was composed of donations from our Partners and the Wardynski & 
Partners law firm, as well as funds raised through our crowdfunding campaign, which continued into early 2024, and individual contributions made via 
the Project Sunflowers website.    

The Foundation’s expenditures amounted to 57,647.11 PLN, of which over two-thirds were allocated to maintaining a secure database. The remainder of 
our annual expenditures covered the next installment payment for the development of our information-gathering app, as well as bank fees, new website 
hosting, and the preparation of our 2023 financial report. It is essential to emphasize that the entire team of the Foundation Sunflowers —including the 
Executive Board, benefactors, and volunteers—worked entirely on a pro bono basis. For their tireless dedication, I extend my deepest gratitude to each 
and every one of them!

I now invite you to explore the full report.

Ewa Hofmańska 
President of the Foundation Sunflowers Executive Board

Foreword by the President of the Foundation Sunflowers  

Dear Friends, Supporters and Followers of the Project Sunflowers

It is with great joy that I present to you the second annual report on the activities of the Founda-
tion Sunflowers, which I have the honor and privilege to lead as the President of its Executive Board.

The annual report on the activities of the Foundation contains a concise overview of the hard work of our team in the 
past year. It is the overview of the key activities at the national and international level around which our work focused 
on collecting information on international crimes committed in Ukraine and on people affected by the war in Ukraine, 
as well as in popularizing issues related to international criminal law, humanitarian law, migration law, human rights 
and the rights of victims of armed conflict. This comprehensive report stands as undeniable proof that when one is 
determined to help, they do so even in the absence of financial resources. The creators of the Project Sunflowers, who 
are also the benefactors of the Foundation Sunflowers, alongside a vast network of volunteers and supporters, dedi-
cate themselves selflessly to the mission of the Project, firmly believing that together, we are building a better world!

Thanks to the information-gathering app we launched in December 2023, we have collected dozens of records! 
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About the Foundation 

Foundation Sunflowers was established by the initiators of the Project Sunflowers, prominent lawyers from Poland, Ukraine, Spain and New Zealand. The Pro-
ject, which sparked the concept of the Foundation Sunflowers, was created spontaneously in response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.  

The Foundation was established by its founders by a notarial deed, Repertory A No. 2381/2022, on 25 July 2022 and registered in Poland, in the District 
Court of the City of Warsaw-Wola, XIII Economic Department, by a decision with the file number WA. XIII NS-REJ.KRS/55660/22/930 on 24 February 2023 
to register the Foundation Sunflowers in the register of foundations.

Headquarters: 

Foundation Sunflowers  

5/51 Siedmiogrodzka Street   

Warsaw (01-204) Poland   

 

Registration: 

Registered in the National Court Register (KRS Number): 0001019393 

Tax Identification Number (NIP): 5273044660   

 

Foundation Sunflowers performs its activities on the basis of the provisions of the Act of 6 April 1984 on foundations (Journal of Laws of 2023, item 166) 
and the Statute of the Foundation, established by its founders on 25 July 2022, as amended on 2 February 2023. The founders of the Foundation Sunflo-
wers were individuals and the Association for Legal Intervention.

The Foundation is represented externally and managed by its Executive Board, which in 2024 comprised: 

Executive Board Members in 2024: 

Dr Ewa Hofmańska 
(President)

Prof Hanna Kuczyńska
(until December)

Dr Yevheniia Bondarenko
(from December)

Dr Mykhaylo Shepitko
(until February)

Dr Andriy Kosylo
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About the Foundation 

The controlling and reviewing body is the Foundation Sunflowers Council, which - in 2024 - was headed by Professor Paweł Wiliński. 

Dr Anna Adamska-Gallant Dr Marina Lostal Natalia Klima-Piotrowska

Dr Matthew GilletDr Oksana Senatorova

Foundation Sunflowers is a non-profit and non-governmental organization whose mission is to support efforts to gather information about eviden-
ce of international crimes, as well as to support victims of these crimes in their efforts to obtain remedies and repair the damage suffered. In ad-
dition, the Foundation aims to increase the legal awareness of the international society in the field of accountability for international crimes and 
the rights of victims of these crimes. Foundation Sunflowers is exclusively implementing the Project Sunflowers, which is about the war in Ukraine.

Mikołaj Pietrzak Professor Witold Klaus

Prof Paweł Wiliński



6Foundation Sunflowers Annual Report for the year 2024

Our Mission
The mission of the Project Sunflowers is to support international and national authorities tasked with prosecuting and adjudicating international cri-
mes, legal representatives of victims, and institutions involved in reparations projects for individuals harmed by armed conflicts. Fulfilling this mission 
is possible through providing these actors with information on evidence of international crimes committed in Ukraine and other serious human rights 
violations, as well as on damages caused by the war in Ukraine.  The collected information is stored in a secure database, created specifically for this 
purpose, based on voluntarily provided information from potential witnesses of incidents that might be considered as international crimes and victims. 
By supporting competent international and national law enforcement agencies, international tribunals tasked with prosecuting perpetrators of these 
crimes, as well as domestic courts, and institutions involved in reparations programs for individuals harmed by war, the Project Sunflowers contributes 
to delivering justice to the victims of this war and reinforcing the belief that perpetrators of crimes committed in Ukraine will not escape accountability.  

The Project also raises awareness of war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity, the crimes of aggression, as well as international humanitarian law, 
migration law, human rights, and the rights of victims of armed conflict. 

• Collection of information on evidence of international crimes committed in Ukraine
and on victims of the war based on the app

•	 Maintenance of a secure database 

•	 Raising awareness of the legal and social consequences of the war in Ukraine by systematically organising webinars 
and training for professionals 

•	 Organising a conference to launch a discussion in Poland on the activation of universal jurisdiction in the context of the war in Ukraine and the 
development by the Polish authorities of a holistic programme to take care of potential witnesses and victims of the war in Ukraine 

•	 Strengthening the network with research centres

Key Achievements
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How we implemented the Project Sunflowers mission in 2024

Thanks to the specialized app launched in December 2023, we have been gathering information on evidence of international crimes committed 
in Ukraine, as well as on the victims and damages suffered as a result of the war. However, the process of collecting such information has its own 
dynamics. We make every effort to ensure that those who wish to contribute to the Sunflower Database do so voluntarily and with full awareness.
To encourage potential witnesses and survivors to deposit their testimonies, last year we conducted an information campaign aimed at en-
couraging affected individuals to share their knowledge. As part of this initiative, several thousand leaflets were distributed, prima-
rily in countries hosting Ukrainian war refugees. Additionally, through media outreach, we provided instructions on how to use our app.

We also trained new Sunflower volunteers to develop the skills necessary to listen and engage with individuals affec-
ted by war trauma in a way that does not deepen their distress. As a result, dozens of records have been registered in the databa-
se, and a significantly larger number of users have logged into the app. We continue to await the deposition of their information, in 
line with our established principle that each user who logs in has as much time as they need to respond to the questions in the form.

Project Sunflowers Promotional Video
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Thanks to our efforts, in 2024, three more countries joined us in implementing the Project Sunflowers. We signed ad-
ditional declarations of cooperation with civil society organizations and leading academic institutions. Through the-
se endeavors, we have strengthened the network of entities committed to advancing the mission of the Project Sunflowers.
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The work of our Project relies heavily on the dedication and contribution of volunteers from around the globe, whose tireless efforts form the backbone of 
our initiatives. On Sunflower social media, we conducted a campaign promoting volunteering as a form of civic engagement in a socially significant project. 
Additionally, we organized meetings with law students from various universities around the world, encouraging them to join us as volunteers. Similar 
meetings were held with social initiatives from different countries involved in humanitarian aid for Ukrainian refugees.

As a result of these efforts, we have expanded the Sunflower volunteer community! We deeply appreciate the invaluable support and commitment of each 
volunteer and extend our heartfelt gratitude to them for their unwavering dedication. Their selfless contributions play a pivotal role in advancing our 
mission and making a meaningful impact in the communities we serve.
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In the Sunflowers Project, we place great emphasis on raising international awareness of the legal and social consequences of the war in Ukraine. We 
also provide a platform for discussion among experts in international criminal law, humanitarian law, human rights—including the rights of victims of 
armed conflicts—and migration law.

In 2024, we organized seven webinars and one international conference.

Increasing Public Legal Awareness of Human Rights Protection, Responsibility for 
International Crimes and Victims’ Rights 

Webinars

Webinars Timeline

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL JUNEMAY JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

WEBINAR
CONFERENCE

WEBINAR WEBINAR WEBINAR x2 WEBINAR

Each webinar addressed crucial topics in the realm of international law and justice. These webinars served as invaluable platforms for knowledge-sha-
ring, discussion, and collaboration among experts, practitioners, and stakeholders. By convening these sessions, the Project Sunflowers aimed to deepen 
understanding, foster dialogue, and promote engagement on issues ranging from the admissibility of evidence in war crimes proceedings to the healing 
role of reparative justice. These webinars facilitated interdisciplinary exchange and contributed to the advancement of legal discourse and advocacy 
efforts in pursuit of global justice and accountability.

The webinars were translated into Ukrainian thanks to the generosity of the EU Project Pravo-Justice and the International Center for MultiGenerational 
Legacies of Trauma, for which we thank them from the bottom of our hearts!

8 January: Reparative Justice II: Challenges of Listening
when Interviewing Traumatized Witnesses

12 February: Reparative Justice III: Difficulties in Listening
to and Hearing Traumatized Witnesses / Victims / Survivors

WEBINAR
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3 April: Reparative Justice IV: Challenges of Engaging, Interviewing
and Supporting Child victims / survivors / witnesses of War and Terror

22 April: War Crimes Prosecution: Lessons from 
the former Yugoslavia for Ukraine

21 May: In Defence of an Internationalised Tribunal 24 June: State immunity and immunities of State
officials in times of transformation

25 March: The role and powers of the Assembly of States Parties (ASP) to the 
Rome Statute of the ICC as the ‘executive’ and ‘legislative’ organ of the ICC as 
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Together with the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, under the honorary patronage of the Minister of Justi-
ce, we organized a conference on accountability for international crimes committed in Ukraine and joint efforts to restore justice.

The conference was supported by the National Chamber of Legal Advisers, Wolters Kluwer Poland, the Supreme Bar Coun-
cil, the Coalition for the ICC, the EU Project Pravo-Justice, the Institute of Law Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the Opo-
ra Foundation, the Polish Center for Torture Survivors, and the Rafał Lemkin Center for Documenting Russian Crimes in Ukraine.

The aim of the conference was to initiate discussions on the implementation of universal jurisdiction in Po-
land in the context of crimes committed in Ukraine and to debate the development of a comprehensive support pro-
gram for Ukrainian refugees residing in Poland who require immediate medical, psychological, social, and legal assistance.

Shortly after the conference, a report prepared for the Minister of Justice was published with recommendations on the shape of a new regulation on 
universal jurisdiction and a programme for the Polish authorities to take care of resident (potential) witnesses in cases of crimes committed in Ukraine.

Conference
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For the first time in its history, the Project Sunflowers organised a workshop for Polish lawyers and civil society organisations on universal jurisdiction. 
The aim of the workshop was not only to share knowledge, but also to initiate a discussion on the obstacles and possibilities of exercising universal 
jurisdiction in Poland, with a view to enabling perpetrators of international crimes to be held accountable in Polish courts. We are extremely grateful to  
European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR), Clooney Foundation for Justice and REDRESS for sharing your knowledge and experience 

Workshop
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In 2024, the Foundation was included in the list of organisations cooperating with the (Polish) Ministry of Justice. In addition, it became a member of the 
Cooperation Platform between R4D and NGOs collecting information on the extent of damage caused by the war in Ukraine, established by the Registry 
of Damages of Ukraine. Since last year, we have been actively participating in the Victims Rights Working Group set up by the Coalition for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (CICC).

The Foundation Sunflowers is a constitutive organisation (together with the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, the OPORA Foundation and the Po-
lish Center for Torture Survivors) of the Coalition for Victims, Survivors and Witnesses (KOOS), established to represent the rights of survivors and victims 
of the war in Ukraine, as well as witnesses of crimes committed in Ukraine.

The Foundation Sunflowers honoured Professor Piotr Hofmański, President of the International Criminal Court (2021 to 2024) and Judge of this Court 
(2015 to 2024), with the status of Foundation Ambassador. The Foundation honoured exceptional entities with the status of Foundation Partner:
- National Chamber of Legal Advisers,
- Wolters Kluwer Polska,
- Kraków Center for International Criminal Justice at the Jagiellonian University.

As part of its advocacy work, in 2024, members of the Foundation’s team took part in more than a dozen international conferences, meetings with 
institutions and organisations involved in collecting information on evidence of international crimes committed in Ukraine and preparing reparation 
programmes for war victims, including:

Foundation Sunflowers News 
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At the Project Sunflowers, we recognize the pivotal role of promotion and media outreach in advancing our mission of advocating for justice, hu-
manitarian values, and peace. We are pleased to share the culmination of these endeavors, providing valuable insights and perspectives acces-
sible to all through the collection of media articles and interviews available on the Project website: https://www.projectsunflowers.org/ press-office 

The partnership with the informational portal Prawo.pl underscores the effectiveness of our media outreach efforts, demonstrating our ability to secure 
valuable media partnerships to disseminate news about the project. 

Media Outreach
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Joining our cause is simple yet impactful. By becoming a supporter of the Foundation Sunflowers, you contribute directly to our mission of enabling ju-
stice through collecting information. Your support empowers us to continue our efforts in advocating for victims of international crimes and promoting 
human rights. Together, we can make a difference in the lives of those affected by armed conflicts. Learn more about how you can become involved below.

Now, it is even easier than ever before:

1.	 Direct donation to our Foundation's BANKING ACCOUNT.  

	 Santander Bank Polska S.A.  
	 IBAN: PL52 1090 1056 0000 0001 5383 7520  
	 SWIFT: WBKPPLPP

2.	 Via the Project Sunflowers website: https://reportwarcrime.org/funding/ 

3.	 Until 30 April 2025 tax residents in Poland can indicate their 1,5% annual income tax for the Project Sunflowers. 

Become a Supporter


